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MEDIA ADVISORY
February 13, 2002

Interfaith Leaders To Gather at Downtown
Federal Building To Protest Violations Of
Geneva Convention At Guantanamo Bay

WHAT:
Public witness and press conference to support human rights and
strict compliance with the Geneva Convention

WHO:
BLASE BONPANE, Office of the Americas; EDITH DEL CARMEN PENATE,
Fundacion Islamica para Centro America; REV CHRIS PONNET, St Camillus
Roman Catholic church; TONI VINCENT, Unitarian Universalist Church;
REV NIRVANA GAYLE,  Agape Internation Spiritual Center;
STEPHEN ROHDE, constitutional lawyer.

WHEN:
Thursday, February 14, 2002  12:30 - 2:00pm

WHERE:
Los Angeles Federal Building Sidewalk, 300 N. Los Angeles Street

Alarmed by the sight of human beings held in cages, in hood and goggles,
at the Guantanamo Day detention facility, and shocked by President Bush's
refusal to abide by the Geneva Convention, a broad coalition of clergy, lay
religious leaders and civil rights advocates  will gather together to speak out
in favor of human rights and respect for international law.

Despite the fact that President Bush and Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld claim that the Guantanamo Bay detainees are not prisoners of war,
the Geneva Convention clearly provides that members of the armed forces
captured by the enemy are presumptively prisoners of war unless and until a
"competent tribunal" rules otherwise. No such tribunal has been convened.

Prisoners of war may not be interrogated, yet that is what is happening at
Guantanamo Bay, in direct violation of the Geneva Convention.

This protest is sponsored by Interfaith Communites United for Justice and
Peace, a broad coalition of Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Native
Americans and others. 

For more information, go to www.icujp.org

For More Information
310-277-1482 – Stephen Rohde


